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and their health insurance coverage.
It’s very interesting.

What he says is, starting with people
who are age 55 and younger, there
would be no traditional Medicare.
That’s a pretty radical departure. But
he says don’t worry. What we will do,
what in the Republican vision we will
do, is the government will take money
and it will give it to private health in-
surance companies. Seniors would be
forced to go to those private health in-
surance companies and buy a policy
from them, and it would be offset by
the amount of money that the Federal
Government gave to the private health
insurance industry. And market dis-
cipline would prevail in the PAUL RYAN
view of the world. Isn’t that a wonder-
ful thing?

Well, guess what? We’ve got that
today. We have an unregulated health
insurance industry in this country ex-
empt from anti-trust law, unlike any
other business in America. And over
the last 10 years, premiums for people
who buy health insurance have doubled
in my State, pretty much the same all
around the country. Some places more
than doubled, other places a little bit
less. But that’s over 10 years.

But in PAuUL RYAN’s view of the
world, that’s a success. Why is it a suc-
cess? Well, because insurance company
profits are up very dramatically. So
what if people are paying twice as
much for their policies and they have
more and more exclusions every year?

There’s another little problem with
his proposal. Other than the fact that
this is not a competitive industry, they
are allowed to collude, red-line people.
They are allowed to get together and
collude and drive up prices. They are
allowed to get together and collude and
decide which States they will go into
or get out of to help their sister and
brother companies make more profits.
He would do nothing about that. That
system would continue.

Then there’s the little problem that
he would repeal so-called ObamacCare.
Well, one of the things | think most
Americans liked about that legislation
was it prohibits insurance companies
from refusing to sell you a policy be-
cause you were sick once. That’s called
a preexisting condition. It also pro-
hibits insurance companies from tak-
ing away your policy the day you get
sick, something called a recision.

In PAUL RYAN’s world, those things
are back, preexisting condition exclu-
sions.

Guess what. Aging is a preexisting
condition. Go out today, if you’re 55
years old and you’ve been sick once in
your life, and try to buy at any reason-
able price a private health insurance
policy. In PAuL RYAN’s world, market
discipline will take care of that. No.

What he’s doing is a massive shifting
of costs onto seniors, the kind of thing
that drove seniors into bankruptcy
back in the 1950s and 1960s and had
their poverty rate at 20 percent. That’s
why we adopted Medicare in this coun-
try, so that seniors wouldn’t be driven
out of their homes and into bankruptcy
in their later years when most people
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require more health care. In PAUL
RYAN’s world, the heck with that.

In fact, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice—which some days he likes when
they give him answers he likes, and
some days he doesn’t like when they
give him answers he doesn’t like, but
it’'s an impartial group, bipartisan
group, and at this point controlled by
the Republicans—has said that under
PAuL RYAN’s world, seniors, instead of
paying 25 percent of the costs of their
health care, which they do today and
they would in the future if we continue
Medicare, will pay 68 percent of the
costs of their health care.

Now, how many people, how many
seniors in this country—other than the
people he pals around with on Wall
Street and at the country club—but
other than them, how many of them
can afford to pay 68 percent of their
health care costs? What middle class
American can afford that in retirement
no matter how prudent they’ve been
their whole life, no matter how much
money they’ve saved in their whole
life? Very, very, very few.

So we have here a plan to enrich the
private health insurance industry,
allow them to return to all of their bad
old ways—recisions, pre-existing condi-
tion exclusions and all of that—so that
the government can give them money.
And he says this will save the govern-
ment a lot of money. Well, it might,
but it’s going to Kill a lot of seniors or
drive them into bankruptcy, just like
the days before we had Medicare.

If one looks at the other Republican
creation of the last decade, Medicare
Part D—you know, that thing where we
helped seniors with their pharma-
ceutical costs, with their drug prescrip-
tions—that wasn’t done through Medi-
care; it was done through the private
insurance industry. It cost three-quar-
ters of a trillion dollars, $650 billion—
650 thousand million dollars—over 10
years. Borrowed money. That’s PAUL
RYAN’s world. Give all the money to
the insurance companies.

Good work, PAUL.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 50
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon.

——
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Bishop Henry Fernandez, The Faith
Center, Sunrise, Florida, offered the
following prayer:

Heavenly Father, we thank You for
this day, for truly this is the day that
the Lord has made, and we will rejoice
and be glad in it.
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| pray that our government will seek
Your divine will in the affairs of this
great Nation, the United States of
America. | ask for Your lead in every-
thing this 112th Congress will work on.
Give them wisdom to make the right
decisions that will cause all of us to be
progressive and successful.

May each Member of this House re-
member the words spoken by Paul:
““Let no one seek his own good, but the
good of his neighbor.”

Bless them and their families with
good health and long life.

And let Your peace rest upon them
and this great Nation, as we continue
to live out the words written over the
chair of the Speaker of the House: ““‘In
God we trust.”

In Jesus’ name, amen.

——

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, | demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Missouri (Mrs. HARTZLER)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mrs. HARTZLER led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

WELCOMING BISHOP HENRY
FERNANDEZ

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, it is with great privilege that
I welcome my dear friend, Bishop
Henry Fernandez, as our guest chaplain
for today’s opening prayer.

He is an anointed speaker, educator,
accomplished author, and entre-
preneur. Henry B. Fernandez answered
the call of God on his life in 1985 and
later became an ordained minister in
1988.

In July 1991, Bishop Fernandez began
to demonstrate his faith in God and a
commitment to “‘walk by faith” in
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